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IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES & HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS

Cover Story Project! ARKANSAS
INFLUENCE WHAT YOU’LL NEED:

Arkansas Next magazine
Canva, Google Slides or other 
presentation template

Starting on page 46, have the students look through 
the real-life Arkansas young professionals who are 
using social media to kick-start their careers. 

1.	 What would creating an online presence do for your  
	 future career? 

2.	 Why is influencing important to you? Why not?

3.	 Who else is doing this in a similar career? 

4.	 How much would you make in this career?  
	 (Use careeronestop.com or bls.gov to find salaries) 

5.	 Why do you want to pursue this career?

Ask students to research their dream job. Have 
them create a 5-slide presentation on their dream 
job, and if this is something they could make an online 
presence out of. Whether it’s making videos of what 
they do, taking pictures and posting about it or 
showing others how to do what they want to do. Have 
them answer the following questions:
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GRANT WILLBANKS DID NOT START HIS YouTube channel with the goal of building a following. His first video was simply to document a camping trip. When the video got more views than expected, this encouraged him to make more.
“Arkansas Offroad” blends rugged terrain with authenticity and humor. His favorite video is titled “Toyotality,” where he and his friends traveled the Ozark National Forest trails to watch a total solar eclipse. “[‘Toyotality’ is] full of vehicle breakages, hard trails, water crossings, good times, great camp food and an unforgettable viewing of a very rare total solar eclipse,” Grant said.

Although his channel opened new doors, including his role as Marketing Director at Backwoods Adventure Mods, Grant is 

intentional about keeping the channel a passion project.  “People always ask when I’m going full-time,” Grant said. “But I want it to stay fun. I never want it to feel like a burden.”
Originally from Bentonville, Grant studied Graphic Design at John Brown University, but his creativity isn’t limited to the screen. From playing drums and guitar to mountain biking Northwest Arkansas trails, his interests are as diverse as the landscapes he explores.

“Be different,” Grant said. “Don’t follow the crowd. People subscribe to you, not just your content.”

JEREMY BROGDON COMES FROM A FAMILY OF ENTREPRENEURS WHO owned and operated a powersports dealership while he was growing up in Mississippi. After his family moved to Arkansas in 2003, they stayed true to their entrepreneurial spirit by owning and running a motorcycle accessory shop in Russellville. He dreamed of being part of something like what his family had built. Jeremy and his family have always been drawn to the outdoors, which led to the founding of his company, Boar Hog.“I grew up deer hunting with my father and grandfather, which later led to pursuing waterfowl and has only grown over time,” Jeremy said. “I love everything about it, from early mornings watching the world wake up to evenings seeing the world go to bed and everything in between. When you see the beauty of the outdoors, there is no way that you cannot see the fingerprint of God or not be in awe of his creation and awesomeness.”In 2013, Jeremy graduated from Arkansas Tech University with a degree in agricultural business and again in 2019 with a degree 

JEREMY BROGDONJEREMY BROGDON    Mechanical Engineer, Owner of Boar HogHIGHER EDUCATION: Bachelor of Science in Agricultural, Business and Management and Mechanical Engineering at Arkansas Tech University | HOMETOWN: Russellville

FROM GENERATIONS OF GRIT, YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR SHINES IN THE HUNTING INDUSTRY

ENTREPRENEUR TAKES THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED
GRANT WILLBANKSGRANT WILLBANKS  YouTuber: Arkansas Offroad, Marketing Manager for Backwoods Adventure ModsHIGHER EDUCATION: Bachelor of Arts in  Graphic Design at John Brown University  HOMETOWN: Bentonville

in mechanical engineering. He has mainly worked in engineering, which has helped his business.
“We test our products through real-world use and not just by ourselves,” Jeremy said. “At Boar Hog, we prototype every product where it is used in the field and perfected over time. All aspects of the design are critiqued until they are refined and polished so that not only will the product last, but the product will hold up to the test of continual use and abuse without fail.”Jeremy’s advice to middle and high schoolers aiming to turn their passions into careers is to be cautious not to lose their passion along the way.

“Not to say that you can’t be successful at it, but there is a lot more to it than one might think,” Jeremy said. “With that being said, the hardest and most stressful thing that one can ever do is work for yourself because there is no pressure worse than self-induced pressure. The love or passion for whatever you’re wanting to do has to be more than skin deep because if it’s not, you’ll fail 100% of the time.”

RELATED SCHOLARSHIPS 
IN ARKANSAS

 � Danny Scott 
Memorial 
Scholarship:  
Available to 
incoming 
freshmen with an ACT composite 
score of 23 or 
higher, or those in the upper 10% of their graduating class. (astate.edu)

 � Society of 
Manufacturing Engineers (SME) Scholarship: For 

full-time students majoring in 
technical areas 
qualifying them 
for membership in the SME Student Chapter at 

Arkansas State 
University. (astate.edu) 
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ARKANSAS

INFLUENCE 12 Rising Arkansans 

Redefining Creativity 

and Entrepreneurship 

in the Social Media Era
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